A probably dont touchthe
ity much, ins iead gaing souti-we st

fram the arport and onward to ether
Marella Torremalinos, Benalmadena and
Estepona. This is a pity for two reasons.
Firsty, the Gity has gotits acttogetheq
since the Millennum, and has a smart and
chic cente, and secondiy 10 the east of
Milaga Bes some beautiul countryside and
some refatively untouched beaches. This
is the regon within a region’ of Axarquis,
with is ownmicro-cimatke, and radtonal
Andalusian white puetios. One ofthesa is
Znate, which is where Johama and Laurent
have theirgueshouse, Fnca Johama

It's best reached by car, as the van system
does notsene Axarquia and there isnobus
between Mélaga and iznate. The journey
fram the grport tales adaut 35minues,
with Iznae lying about 35km (22 miles)
east of the city, and around 45km (28 milles)
fram the airport

The house sits above the village of Iznate,
and has a spectaculr panarama over the
village with its whitewas hed bulidngs,

and with views owards o hehlisto

e narth and to the south, views of the
Mediterranean. There are four moms within
he main house pius a seif-contained suite,
asmalicottage hat Bes on the other side of
he swimmhg pod, and 1o the other side of
e house a Bedouin tent All rooms are en
sulte, except for the ent. Baing far emoved
fom e village, it is perfectly quiet, and
he area cutside by he swimmng pod is
perfect © Be and read a bodk, eiher on one
of he loungers or on a hammock. Next

© he pool & abar, which serves drinks
before lunch and in the early evening befare
dmer-aihough this being Spah, dmer is
a bit later than what other Europeans waould
apect.. Meals (fish, tapas, paslia_) are
served ona terace tothe rear of the house,
next to the kitchen. One hing © note is that
all he food is organic, and where possidle,
he vegetaties are fom their own garden
Homeamade jams ae also pos sitie 10 take
home, and this being Andalucia, here are
plenty of aimonds, ofive s and vegetables

h the alotment as wellas abeehive ©
make honey. Breakfast consists of a buffet
of breads, viemaisenes, and cheeses, and
unchis poss bie if you do not wish 10go
outand explore.

Apartfram he swimmng pod, other
activites are also possibie, such as
pétanque and MSiky. In he late aftenoon,
aguagym s taken by Johama There is
also a jacwzzi on the roof termce. it is worh
noting hat the ama around the swimming
podl is the one partof he house where
nudity is compulsory. Mass ages are aso
avalable by priar appointment.

The Axarquia is very good for walking
although the hills are steep and hill walking
is less advisadle come July and August,
when the empeatres e at ther highest.
The quetianes and ads domake cycing
possble, particdady if going fom just one
vilage 1o ancther iznate is a small village
with a couple of small stores, and some
bars and restaurants. The vilage's main
festval the Feastof he Muscatel gape, is
on the fisst Saturday in August

The nearest big town, Velez-Mdiaga, lies
12km (8 milles) away Velez, as the locals
call it, remaing very much a tradtional
Spanish wn despite its pradmity © the
Costa deiSol Neda, famous for its caves
;ndhisoric omnve, is just over half an howr
anay
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Spairs beaches are known for being crowded but here are some
good natusst beaches 1o visit. Aimaya®e is just 20 minutes’ drive
away,and inthe words of one reviewe, s a reminder of what he
Costa del Sol was lce 50 years ago before it was developed’ it

has a beach hutand sea view eslaurant, the Bier beng relathely
inepensive. Further away, Benahatum lies an he oher side of
Milaga inBenaimadena, and is about anhou’'s drive. Nesja itself has
1wo beaches, but perhaps the best-known naturist beach h Andalucia
and ane of the pwels in its crown, is Cantarrjdn which is 35 minutes’
drive away. Stictly spealdng 1 is on the Costa Tropical rather than
the Costa del Sol, and it is not he easiest of beaches tofind -but well
worth the search. The beach now has an omganisation, the Asociacién
Amigos de la Paya Nudista Cantarrigdn, which aranges for socal
events warks with the local astharities and promokes he beach
Johanna and Laurentcan advise as towhich are he best places to
visit.

What is partioiady striling about the Fincais the diversity of its
guests. Johanna and Laurent are both French, but have travelied

the Warld exensively. Consequently guests come fram Franoe,
Spain taly, Porugal Gemany the Netherands, Belgium and the

UK Many of thess are guests who
retum frequently which in tseif is
testamant 10 their warm welcome. it
8 usual © hear English, Frenchand
Spanish all being spaken around the
dimer table Dimer isakenasa
carmunal meal and 1 is there that
the Finca, as a community, really
cames alive. Amongst he tapas,
the Torte de la Fnca comes highly
recammended.

The mixture of the natural
emnvironment the caim air that
reigns, and the warmith of fhe welcome of he hosts and fellow guests
make this a fine exarmple of a naturist establishment

Mason Nortan

Tel {434)6926392 36
wwwiincschannacam
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